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AMENDMENT TO THE ri .ATMS 

Claims 1-21. (Canceled) 

22. (Original) A method for serially comiecting two carrier tapes with a connecting 
member, 

said connecting member comprising: 
abasefihn; 

a belt-like reference band substantially fixed on said base film; 
a bonding t^e adhering on said base film; and 
a coVCT film covering said bonding tape, 

wherein a straight reference face is provided on a longitudinal side of said reference band 
closely to said bonding tape, and 

said method comprising the steps of: 
peeling the cover film off said base fihn; 

positioning an edge portion of a first carrier tape on said base film in such a manner that 
said first carrier tape is brought into contact with said reference band along the reference face; 

bonding ttie edge portion of said first carrier tq»e to the bonding t^e; 

positioning an edge portion of a second carrier tape on said base fihn in such a manner 
that said second earner tape is brought into contact with said reference band along the reference 
fece and is also brought into contact with said first canier tape along their edge portions; 
' bonding the edge portion of said second carrier tape to fhs bonding tape; and 

removing an assembly of said first and second carrier tapes serially connected by said 
bonding tape &om said base film. 

23. (Origuial) A method for serially connecting two carrier tapes with a connecting 
member, 

said connecting member comprising: 
a base film; 

a belt-like reference band substantially fixed on said base fihn; 
a bonding tape adhering on said base film; and 
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a cover film covering said bonding tape, 

wherem a straiglit reference fece t$ provided on a longitudinal side of said reference band 
closely to said bonding tape, 

a plurality of feed hole marks are provided between said reference band and said bonding 
t^e on said base film, and 

said feed hole marks are airayed at predetermined intervals so as to agree with feed holes 
of each carrier tape, 

said method comprising the steps of: 
peeling the cover fihn off said base film; 

positioning an edge portion of a first earner tape on said base film in such a manner that 
said first canier t^e is brought into contact with said reference band along the reference face 
and also the position of feed holes of said first carrier tape agrees with the feed hole marks of 
said base film; 

bonding the edge portion of said first carrier tape to the bonding tape; 

positioning an edge portion of a second carrier tape on said base film in such a manner 
that said second carrier tape is brought into contact with said reference band along the reference 
face and is also brought into contact with said first carrier tape along their edge portions; 

bonding the edge portion of said second carrier tape to the bonding tape; and 

removing an assembly of said first and second carrier tapes serially comccted by said 
bonding tape fix)m said base film. 

24. (Origmal) A method for serially connecting two carrier tapes with a coimeoting 
member^ 

said connecting member comprising: 
a base film; 

a belt-like ref^ence band substantially fixed on said base film; 
a bonding tape adherii^g on said base fihn; and 
a cover film covering said bonding tape, 

wherein a straight reference face is provided on a longitudinal side of said reference band 
closely to said bonding tape, and 

an edge mark is provided at a longitudinal center of said base fihn to indicate a portion 
corresponding to a cut face of each earner tape, 
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said method comprising the steps of; 
peeling the cover fihn off said base film; 

positioning an edge portion of a first carrier tape on said base film in such a manner that 
said first carrier tape is brought into contact with said reference band along the reference face 
and also the position of said edge portion of said first carrier tape agrees with said edge mark of 
said base fihn; 

bonding the edge portion of said first canier tape to the bonding tape; 

positiomng an edge portion of a second carrier tape on said base film in such a maimer 
that said second carrier tape is brought into contact with said reference band along the reference 
fece and is also brought into contact with said first carrier tape along their edge portions; 

bonding the edge portion of said second carrier tape to the bonding tape; and 

removing an assembly of said fnst and second carrier tapes serially connected by said 
bonding tape from said base fihn. 

25. (Original) The carrier tape connecting method in accordance with claim 22, wherein 
each of said first and second carrier tapes has a plurahty of carrying holes for 

accommodating parts and a top tape covering said carrying holes, and 

the edge portions of said first and second carrier tapes are connected to said bonding tape 
via said top tape. 

26. (Original) A method for serially connecting two carrier tapes with a connecting 
member, 

said connecting member comprising: 
a base film; 

a belt-like reference band substantially fixed on said base film; 
first and second bonding tapes adhering on said base film; and 
a cover fihn covering said first and second bonding tapes, 

wherein a straigiit refeence face is provided on a longitudinal side of said reference band 
closely to said bonding tapes, 

a foldmg line is provided between said first and second bonding tapes on said base fihn, 

and 

said folding line is parallel to said reference face of said reference band, 
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said method compri$mg the steps of: 
peeling the cover fihn off said base fihn; 

positioning an edge portion of a furst carrier tape on said base film in such a manner tiiat 
said first earner tape is brought into contact ivith said reference band along the reference face; 

bonding one surface of the edge portion of said first carrier tape to the first bonding tape 
located between said folding line and said refei^ce band; 

positioning an edge portion of a second carrier tape on said base film in such a manner 
that said second carrier tape is brou^t into contact with said reference band along the reference 
face and is also brought into contact with said first carrier tape along their edge portions; 

bonding one surface of tlie edge portion of said second cairier tape to said first bonding 

tape; 

folding said base film along said folding line so that the second bonding tape located 
between said folding Une and the other end of said base fihn is adhered on opposite surfaces of 
the edge portions of said first and second carrier tapes; and 

removing an assembly of said fnst and second carrier tapes serially connected by said 
first and second bonding t^es &om said base fihn. 

27. (Original) The carrier tape connecting method in accordance with claim 26, wherein 
each of said first and second carrier tapes has a plurality of carrying holes for 

accommodating parts and a top tape covering said carrying holes, and 

the edge portions of said first and second canier tapes are first connected to said first 
bonding tape via said top t^e and then connected to said second bonding tape, 

28. (Original) The carrier tape connecting method in accordance with claim 22, further 
comprising the step of cutting the edge portions of said first and second carrier tapes into convex 
and concave shapes just fitting to each other, before said edge portions of said first and second 
carrier tapes are connected with said connecting member. 

29. (Original) The carrier tape connecting method in accordance with claim 22, further 
comprising the step of cutting the edge portions of said first and second carrier tapes into wavy 
shapes just fitting to each other, before said edge portions of said first and second carrier tapes 
are connected with said connecting member. 
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30. (Original) The carrier tape oomeoting method in accordance with claim 28, whercm 
the edge portions of said &st and second carrier tapes are cut with a cutting tool having cutting 
blades corresponding to said convex and concave sbs^es. 

31. (Original) The carrier tape connecting method in accordance with claim 30, wherem 
positioning pins, engageable with said feed holes of said carrier tapes, are provided on one 
cutting blade of said cutting tool. 



32. (Original) The carrier tape connecting method in accordance with claim 3 1 , wherein 
each of said first and second carrier tapes has a plurality of carrying holes for 

accommodating parts and a top tape covering said carrying holes, and 

said top tape is cut into convex: and concave shapes or uito wavy sh^es at the edge 
portions of said carrier tapes. 

33. (Original) The carrier tape connecting method in accordance with claim 32, wherein 
the top tape provided on a leading edge of a downstream carrier tape is cut into a convex shape 
protrudmg toward a trailing edge of an upstream carrier tape. 

34. (Original) The carrier t^e connectmg method in accordance with claun 33, whwem 
said convex shape has a pinnacle at substantiaUy the center of said top tape provided on ±e 
leading edge of the downstream carrier tape. 
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